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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

D.C. School Choice
Opportunity Scholarships Expand Options for Families

June 2008

“The D.C. Cpportumity Scholarship Program s a lifeline of hope and opportunity for these Jow-income
students who are striving for a better future for themselves and their familles. The academic gains
indicated in the report show that students have chosen to work hard, and their fomilies have chosen to
make the commitment to support them in their new schools. While it reflects the reality that this
program is still in its early stages, this report also tells me that no one in a position of responsibility can
sever this lifeline right now and leave these kids adrift in schools that are not measuring up—not when
they have chosen to create a better future for themselves,”

--Secretary Margaret Spellings

The Federal Government is committed to strengthening the education opportunities for all children in our
Nation's capital.
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The D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program is part of a unigue, locally-developed three-sector initiative to reform
D.C.’s public schools, replicate high-performing charter schools, and provide scholarships to some of

Washington's poorest children.

Children enrolled in the program can receive $7,500 in scholarship funding to attend the private school of their :
cholce.
Created in 2004, the program provides high-guality education options to more than 1,900 low-income children
every year.

D.C. Opportunity Scholarships are designed to help the children who need it most.

The average household income of participating families is $22,736 for a family of four, all participating students
come from families below 185 percent of the poverty line, and nearly 100 percent are minorities. {
86 percent of scholarship students would otherwise attend public schools that did not meet "adequate yearly i
progress” standards in 2006-07. }

The Institute of Education Sciences report, “Evaluation of the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program:
Impacts After Two Years” reaffirms academic gains among participants and parental satisfaction with their
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children’s education and safety:

Reading test scores of three subgroups of students, representing 88 percent of participating students’, were

higher by the equivalent of two to four months of additional schooling.

Last year's study found that math scores were higher for subgroups representing 83 percent of participating »
students. i
The positive effects found in this year's report are larger than those in last year’s report, and whenever f
statistically significant effects were found, they always favored students who were offered scholarships. While »i
this evaluation found no statistically significant difference in test scores overall between students who were
offered a scholarship and students who were not offered a scholarship, achievement trends are moving in the '
right direction,
Parents of scholarship students expressed greater satisfaction with their children’s education and more confidence
that their children would be safe at school.

Dernand for the program remains high. Over 7,000 students have applied for scholarships and eligible applicants

: Three subgroups showing gains: students who spplied in the first year of prograrm implementation; students who had previously attended DC
mublic schools that were not identified for Improvement; and students who scored in the top 2/3% of the evaluation’s baseline testing. The
performance of this group of refatively higher performing students is equivalent to about the 30" percentile rationally, and thus substantially below
the national norm at the 50 percentile,

represent 12 percent of the low-income student population in D.C, %
%?

For more information, visit www.ed.gov or call 1-800-USA-LEARN.
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| Nexi year's evaluation will examine impacts on student achievement three years after application to the
program.

Georgetown University studies also show the Program is making a difference for students and families:
> As a result of participating in the Program, parents’ involvement in thelr ¢hildren’s education increased.
» Participating students are demonstrating enthusiasm for school and an improved attitude toward leaming.

Given the positive trends in achievement, in combination with high parental satisfaction and strong
demand, Congress must act to continue providing these important options for parents and their children.

» The “three-sector” approach adopted by Congress for improving educational opportunities for DC schoolchildren
must continue in order to provide all students in the nation’s capital, especially those most disadvantaged, with
the opporiunity to succeed,

% President Bush's 2009 budget contained record funding for education reform in the District of Columbia, including
$18 million for D.C. Opportunity Scholarships, and an additional $56 millions for the D.C. public school system and
the city's growing charter school sector. Crafted in collaboration with the District’s Mayor and Chancellor of
schools, this package supports the ongoing efforts to make sure all children have access to high-quality schools,
whether traditional public, charter, private, or parochial.

»  According to a study by the Greater Washington Urban League, D.C. residents are overwhelmingly in favor of this
overall package, with more than two-thirds (69 percent) of residents in favor of the plan.

For more information, please visit the U.S. Department of Education’s web site at:
Wttne [ Twwwed goy/ orograms/docheice findex bl




WASHINGTON POST
A Choice for D.C. Children

How would punishing 1,900 scholarship students improve the public schools?

Tuesday, June 24, 2008; A16

AMONG THE most maddening arguments used against the D.C. school voucher
program is that it hurts the public schools. Any money set aside for vouchers comes on
top of a generous federal allocation for the city's public and charter schools. Any effect of
the vouchers on public education has yet to be established or studied. Most of all, which
members of Congress would accept an argument that they should be forced to send their
children to a failing school for the good of the school?

Yet critics repeatedly return to this canard. That's why it's important that Mayor Adrian
M. Fenty (D) reiterate to Congress that his school reform efforts will not be helped by
depriving 1,900 poor children of an opportunity to choose their schools.

This week, the House Appropriations Committee is set to consider whether to include
funds in next year's federal budget for the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program. The
program, which allows the participating children to attend private schools, dodged a
bullet last week when the Appropriations subcommittee headed by Rep. Jose E. Serrano
(D-N.Y.) wouldn't go along with efforts to dismantle the program. Even though the
committee recommended less money than proposed by President Bush, the
subcommittee's action, if sustained by Congress, would allow continuation of the
program for another crucial year.

While Mr. Serrano voiced doubts about vouchers, he wisely deferred to the District's
leaders and their "right . . . to make these choices." Members of the full committee,
including a number of Washington area representatives who well understand the
importance of D.C. home rule, should follow Mr. Serrano's lead in abiding by the city's
intent. Joining Mr. Fenty in his support of the vouchers are leaders as disparate as D.C.
Council Chairman Vincent C. Gray (D), council member Marion Barry (D-Ward 8) and
former mayor Anthony A. Williams. Notwithstanding the objections of Del. Eleanor
Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), there is widespread local support for the vouchers. Indeed,
demand is reflected in the number of children who are on waiting lists. Continuation of
this very limited, local program hurts no one. But its elimination would profoundly affect
poor and minority children. Is that a choice Congress really wants to make?




